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ende of the mounten of babilon. This cost hath of longitude
no leges and this is the latitude of the persian see which hathe
of longitude 180 leges. Betwene the mount babilon and the
river euphrates is the land of caldea which extendeth to grete
babilon which was destroyed. The Chaldees be part of babilon
and thei be magicons. Here hathe bene the gretest philo-
sophours of the worlde and thei sale here was Invented the art
of maglk and of negromancia. On the other parte of euphrates
is sucya wch is betwene euphrates and persia.

THIS ryver euphrates hathe his begynnyng in the serras of
armenia in a grete lacon which is at the fote of the hill where
rested the arke of noye when the deluge was, and goes toward
ponyent by capadocla wher is moche cristalle and from thens
it turneth at austro and goes thorough mount tauro and entreth
betwene comagena and mesopotamia and siria, and as it cometh
to arabia deserta it turnes toward orient unto the citle balachia
which is one part of old babilon now called baldac1 and is upon
the river of tygris, and byneth it metith by the old babilon and
passlth by babilon and by caldea and sucla unto the persian
see and entreth by ij partes into the see, and in the entryng it
makys an ilond called theredon. The river tigris wch meteth w1
euphrates begynneth in the mountains of armenia of a gret
lacon and passith by the mount tauro and comys by mesopo-
fol. 62?-   tamia where it entres into a lacon, and goyng of the same it
synkys and goes under the ground vj or viij leges, and after that
it brekyth out very furious and before it cometh to babylon it
meteth with euphrates, and as sone as cometh out of the moun-
taynes taurus it hathe mesopotamia on the Occident and on the
mesopo-  orient It hathe siria. This lond of mesopotamia Is very fertill of
tamia     ajj ^^ggg SpetialHe of grasse which aboundeth in suche maner
that the cat ell of armenia come thider to pasture in the wynter.
In the lond and in babiion is gret plentye of natar2 wherof is
made the tarre which after it Is on fyre wil not be quenched
with water, for If thei cast water on it the water doth brenne
with it. Yynegre dothe quenche It. Also ther groweth a stone
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